
I NTRODUCTIO N 

This planning rep o r t, fo r the planning board s 
of Surry County and the towns of Do bs on , Elkin, and 
Pilot Mountain is an ev a luation of economic trends 
relevant for future l o c a l pl annin g . In th e final 
analy sis, when pe o ple have a ch o ice of a pl ace in 
which to work and live, they look for a well-organized 
and attractive environment where their invest ment in 
homes , sch oo ls , churches, st o res , factories, and their 
progeny, will be protected . An e nv ir onment which meet s 
the se wishes will attract people , a s well as the pr o ­
duction and exch an ge activities up on which the ec onom y 
depends. Generall y, the rep o ~ t i s a str a igh tfo rward 
ana l y sis of recent econ omic data, with pr oj ec t i on s (not 
predicti o ns) into the future b as ed on the a ssumpti on 
that p a st an d present trends will c o ntinue . Loc a l 
development strateg y inv o lves e n h an ceme nt of trends 
for gr o wth and betterme nt of livi ng standa rds while 
minimizing effects o f decli n e a nd decay . What act u a ll y 
happens in the future is up to l o cal citizens i n their 
individual and collec tive resp on ses to challenges ahead. 

Available in this rep o rt for the f irst time a re 
previ o usl y unpublished data from the 1 960 U. S . Census 
for the townships of Surr y County In add ition , 
privat ely financed cross-t a bul at i on s of income , educ a ­
t ion, o ccupat i on, and housing data fo r the County a re 
included. Some other data , for the b a sic ec o nom ic 
anal y si s of th e County , were fir s t published last year 
is a similar plan ning rep o rt fo r the T own of Mount Air y . 
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